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FFA
Leading the way ...

By Mike Maltais

staff writer

PATEROS – There is never 
a lack of projects for FFA 
members at Pateros High 
School, said FFA advisor Lyle 
Blackburn.

Following several years of 
rebuilding and refurbishing 
picnic tables burned at Alta 
Lake State Park in the 2014 
Carlton Complex wildfire, FFA 
students have taken on some 
new projects with the park 
this year.

The Pateros shop course 
will include making signs, 
mile markers and small en-
gine repair for the park this 
spring, said Blackburn.

“We look forward to the 
Okanogan Livestock Judging 
Contest hosted by the Sunny 
Okanogan Angus Ranch,” 
Blackburn said of the upcom-
ing spring event.

Sunny Okanogan Angus 
was founded by the Vejraska 
family in 1961 and in 2009 be-
gan hosting livestock judging 
competitions for FFA members 
from around the state. Prizes 
are sponsored courtesy of the 
Cattle Producers of Washing-
ton. In 2015 Sunny Okanogan 
hosted more than 130 students 
from around the state.

Blackburn said he had a 
good turnout of FFA students 
at last September’s Okanogan 
County Fair. 

“Many students competed 
in the livestock, agronomy, 
and produce judging competi-
tions,” Blackburn said. 

From the Okanogan Fair, 
Pateros FFA students next 
attended the Central Wash-
ington State Fair in Yakima 
during he final week of Sep-
tember 2017.

“Six students were involved 
in the Livestock Judging con-
test,” said Blackburn. We were 
in the middle of the pack in our 
judging, coming in 37th out of 

60 teams.”
Pateros also sent 10 stu-

dents to the District Apple 
Judging contest in Manson as 
well as the State Apple Judg-
ing in Richland last fall.

“We were allowed to take 
five students,” said Blackburn. 
“We earned a 14th place out of 
30 teams present.”

Among the ongoing fund-
raisers that involve Pateros 
FFA students is the annual 
aluminum can drive. 

“We gather cans at Alta 
Lake, and other spots here in 
town to raise money for vari-
ous activities throughout the 
year,” Blackburn said.

Pateros FFA also provides 
barbecue concessions at vari-
ous community events during 
the year.

A new activity this spring 
for shotgunners among the 
FFA group with be a com-
petitive trap shooting team, 
Blackburn said.

School

FFA Week
Pateros FFA hits fair circuit, 
judging contests, community projects

Bridgeport FFA revs up for District, State 
competitions, May plant sale

Photo courtesy of Adam Corum, Bridgeport School District
These seven members of the Bridgeport FFA chapter attended the FFA National Convention 
and Expo in Indianapolis last year.

By Mike Maltais

staff writer

BRIDGEPORT – FFA advi-
sor Adam Corum has a busy 
year planned for his near 
three-dozen FFA students. 
There are district compe-
titions next month, state 
convention preparations, 
projects in the like-new sev-
en-year-old school shop and 
the big community plant sale 
that draws buyers from all 
around the area.

Owing to other commit-
ments on Corum’s plate this 
spring, the annual plant sale 
will be held on Saturday, 
March 5, featuring a wide 

selection of vegetable plants 
along with flowers and more 
hanging baskets.

With District competitions 
just around the corner, Co-
rum’s crew is getting ready 
for a variety of contests from 
parliamentary debates and 
forums to exhibitions and 
judging.

“We’ll have one parlia-
mentary team this year,” 
said Corum. “Last year we 
had two but most of those 
graduated.”

Corum said Bridgeport 
will also field a novice par-
liamentary team for new 
members who can work on 
gaining vital speaking ex-

perience.
Corum said Bridgeport 

will also send a team for the 
Ag Issue Forum that features 
a discussion including the 
pros and cons related to vari-
ous agriculture topics. 

“We also have some stu-
dents doing a Job Interview 
Contest,” Corum said.

For the 88th Washington 
FFA Convention and Expo at 
Pullman May 10-12, Bridge-
port will send several repre-
sentatives for the FFA Creed 
Contest, including a Spanish 
version of the Creed.

“They had the Spanish 
Creed for the very first time 
last year,” said Corum. “A 
girl from Bridgeport, Esmer-
alda Garcia, competed as a 
freshman and won second 
place in state.”

Corum explained that the 
Creed competition is open 
only first-year members of 
FFA.

Again this year Bridge-
port FFA will be a fixture 
at Bridgeport Daze in June 
along with its signature 
barbecue concession. The 
FFA group also fires up the 

Photos courtesy of Lyle Blackburn
Pateros senior and FFA officer Logan Robinson showed his 
hog at last September’s Okanogan County Fair. 

RIGHT: Pateros FFA members Samantha White, Max Ewing, 
Logan Robinson and Jeremy Piechalski all took animals to 
the Okanogan County Fair last September.

barbecue at football Home-
coming and the Power-Puff 
game.

Corum said it requires 
lots of effort to stand out in 
FFA District 7 that extends 

from the Canadian border 
to Wenatchee and encom-
passes one of the largest and 
most competitive districts 
in the state. Corum is a To-
nasket graduate and spent 

four years teaching in its 
FFA program before taking 
over the reins at Bridgeport 
where he is entering his 
ninth year with FFA.
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By Mike Maltais

staff writer

BREWSTER – From cus-
tom-designed birdhouses 
to annual plant sales, the 
Brewster FFA chapter is 
gearing up for another ac-
tive year and is already well 
underway with greenhouse 
operations that will culmi-
nate in some 5,000 plants for 
the annual April sale.

FFA advisor Todd Dezel-
lem, in his seventh year with 
the program also has his 
students busy in the lab per-
forming gene transformation 
exercises a component of 
the next generation of plant 

hybrid development.
Dezellem said his class 

will spread recognition of 
National FFA Week over the 
next two weeks beginning 
this Thursday, Feb. 22, with 
much the same activities as 
in years past. Functions will 
include an ice cream social, 
annual BBQ and FFA-hosted 
breakfast.

The tradit ional  Green 
Hand wall will  see first-
year FFA members put their 
handprints on the wall in 
green paint and revisit the 
wall to add their signatures 
as graduating seniors.

A new project  wil l  be 
working with the Brewster 

Boys and Girls Club by build-
ing a raised-bed garden this 
spring. 

The chapter’s floral sub-
scription service has 30 sub-
scribers this year, Dezellem 
said. Subscribers receive two 
floral arrangements a month 
from January through June, 
created and delivered by 
more than two dozen stu-
dents.

Each year wood shop stu-
dents have built species-
specific bird houses for local 
bird varieties. In the past 
kestrel falcons and wood 
ducks have benefitted from 
houses installed above Chief 
Joseph Dam.

“This year we built Blue-
bird boxes,” said Dezellem. 
“The students can put them 
up where they please and 
the ones that are left will be 
put out around the county.” 
subscribers. 

The Brewster chapter al-
ways has a large group of 
students showing animals 

at fairs in Okanogan or Wa-
terville. Other students are 
practicing for District com-
petition and the spring Lead-
ership contest  

Mansfield school observes FFA Week 
with Dress-Up Days, Ag Olympics

School

Feb. 17-24, 2018

By Mike Maltais

staff writer

MANSFIELD – The FFA members at Mans-
field High School know how to celebrate Na-
tional FFA Week that started last Saturday, 
Feb. 17, and ends this Saturday, Feb. 24.

Students are participating in color-theme 
Dress-Up Days for all ages, K-12, said Mans-
field FFA Advisor Jamey Jo Steele.

Wednesday, Feb. 21 was red vs green, so 
students could express their favorite be-
tween John Deere or Case, or some other 
popular farm equipment brand.

Thursday, Feb. 22 is Cowboy-Cowgirl Day 
with attire to match.

Friday, Feb. 23 is FFA Day where the 
traditional FFA colors of blue and gold or a 
Mansfield FFA T-shirt is the thing to wear.

Also, on Friday is the Staff and School 
Board Appreciation Breakfast that begins 
serving at 7:15 a.m. Later at 2 p.m. the an-

nual Ag Olympics Class Competition open to 
grades 7-12 will test a range of skills.

“Our chapter also participated in the 
Adopt-A-Highway program,” Steele said.

The chapter now has a two-mile stretch 
of State Route 172 that runs right in front of 
the school that they are responsible for litter 
pickup twice a year.

Last fall the Mansfield FFA chapter partici-
pated in Apple Judging at both the district 
and state level. 

“This spring will be busy with students 
competing in Career Development Events 
such as Creed, Extemporaneous Speaking, 
Job Interview, and Livestock Judging,” said 
Steele. “We will spend time in Pullman at 
State Convention May 10-12.”

The chapter’s school farm located near 
Mansfield High School will be a hub of ac-
tivity when pigs and goats destined for this 
year’s fairs arrive over Spring Break.

Photo courtesy of Jamey Jo Steele
Members of the Mansfield FFA Apple Judging Team include, from left, David McDonald, 
Sammie Trull, Riley Wisdom, Breana Ballmes, and Christian Vargas.

www.ffanewhorizons.org

Green Hand and greenhouse activities 
part of Brewster FFA observances

The infamous Green Hand Senior Wall is part of FFA tradition at Brewster High School.

Photos courtesy of Brewster School District
Brewster FFA students Miguel Fernandez, Citaly Pamatz, and Alexia Hurtado wield micro 
pipettes to work on a gene transformation lab project.

The Brewster FFA annual spring plant sale starts here several months prior in the school 
greenhouse.

Theme for 2018 FFA Week


