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Powder Coat it Tough!

509-663-0980 | 11 Bridge St, Wenatchee  
cascadepowdercoating.com

Working to bring your project ideas to Reality.
From concept to design and fabrication to the finishing coat.

Digging?   Make sure to call 811 - Call Before You Dig to mark 
underground utilities.

Pruning?   Look up and Live! Ladders and electric lines don’t mix.

Increasing the electric load in your home with a new hot tub?   Call 
Douglas PUD to determine if your current transformer can supply 
your needs.

Installing a generator in case of a winter storm?   Please consult 
a professional to ensure proper installation and safety to our 
lineworkers. 

Adding some outdoor lighting?   Consider fixtures that direct the light 
towards the ground and minimize light trespass into the night sky.

Looking to save money?   Sign up for SmartHub paperless billing and 
auto pay and receive a $10 account credit!

Douglas PUD’s DIY Checklist

More information can be found at douglaspud.org or by 
calling 509-884-7191

Portland;Lakeside Heating & Air;D80405;3.792x7-4c (16Sp-B1)

+

+

We specialize in 
heating, cooling and saving.

OR

Total Savings Up To

$3,200

$1,700Seasonal 
Rebate Up To 

$1,500Utility 
Rebate Up To 

NO PAYMENTS AND NO INTEREST 
UNTIL 2017*

$20.00 Early Bird Maintenance Special
-Limited Time Only!**

LAKESHA955JO
  Offer expires 6/10/2016.
*On a qualifying system purchase. Lennox system rebate offers range from $250 to $1,700. Some restrictions apply. One offer available 
per qualifying purchase.  See your local Lennox Dealer or www.lennox.com for details.      **See dealer for details. Some restrctions apply.
©2016 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers include independently owned and operated businesses.

(509) 682-2128
lakesideinchelan.com

1058 E Woodin Ave., Bldg D
Serving the Greater Chelan area for over 29 years!

Servicing all of your Heating and Air Conditioning needs!

— RECEIVE UP TO —

  
$1,700 IN REBATES *

with the purchase of a qualifying Lennox® home comfort system.

List of Savings-16Sp-B1-4c.indd   7 3/9/16   6:54 PM

Save more on perfect air.
Contact your dealer today.
LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS
Get 6 months no payments when you finance a new 
Lennox® system for as low as $132 a month.*
Offer available September 7, 2020 to November 27, 2020.

+
PLUS A REBATE
PLUS, rebates up to $1,350 on a qualifying system.**
Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items between 
September 7, 2020 to November 27, 2020.

We Service the Chelan 
and Wenatchee Area

Info@LakesideInChelan.com
lakesideinchelan.com

 Chelan | 509-682-2128
East Wenatchee | 509-293-5344

Wenatchee | 509-293-5354
Premier Heating and Cooling Services Since 1978.

We Help Build Better Communities

Leavenworth
509.548.5829

Wenatchee
509.663.5154

Cle Elum
509.674.0777

Chelan
509.682.4017

Manson
509.687.9595

marsonandmarson.com  |  lakechelanbuildingsupply.com  |  B
U

I LD I N G S U P P
LY

LA

KE CHELAN

A division of TAL Holdings LLC

When TAL Holdings (owners of Marson 
and Marson Lumber) acquired Lake Chelan 
Building Supply (LCBS) in Chelan and Manson, 
the Marson store in Chelan closed and we 
merged the inventory and people into 
the LCBS Chelan location. 

This merger increased our ability to better 
serve Lake Chelan and it’s surrounding 
communities, and to better fulfill our mission: 
We Help Build Better Communities. 
We encourage you to visit one of 
our five locations today!

MERGING TWO OF NCW’S BEST BUSINESSES!MERGING TWO OF NCW’S BEST BUSINESSES!MERGING TWO OF NCW’S BEST BUSINESSES!

5 easy and affordable DIY projects to prep your home for sale
(BPT) - The average Ameri-

can home has nine DIY jobs 
that need to be tackled, ac-
cording to a study conducted 
by Porch.com. Fall is the per-
fect time to give your home a 
little TLC and start checking 
off projects on your to-do list. 
Here are five easy fall fixups 
to get your home ready for the 
upcoming season:

• Paint the front door - Noth-
ing gives your home an instant 
face lift like a freshly painted 
front door. Painted exterior 
doors can boost curb appeal, 
add character and provide a 
trendy but tasteful first im-
pression of your home. Choose 
a color that will make your 
front door pop and improve 
the look of your home’s exte-
rior in less than an afternoon.

• Repair holes in the dry-
wall - Whether the dam-

age is small from a picture 
frame nail or anchor, or as 
large as doorknob damage, 
DAP’s new Eclipse™ Rapid 
Wall Repair Patches make 

repairing holes in drywall 
so fast and easy, anyone can 
do it. DAP’s Eclipse provides 
a durable, mess-free repair 
that requires no spackling, 

sanding or additional tools 
- simply patch the damage 
and it’s ready to paint imme-
diately, allowing projects to 
be finished in minutes, rather 
than hours or days.

• Freshen up the landscap-
ing - Planting new flowers or 
shrubbery is an easy way to 
bring pops of fall colors to the 
front of your home. Keep it 
simple and pick plants in one 
or two hues that contrast with 
the exterior of your home. 
Regular mowing and tending 
to weeds will always help your 
front yard look its best.

• Seal window and doors - 

Small gaps and cracks around 
windows and doors can allow 
cold air and rain to make its 
way inside. Keep your home 
protected and warm during 
the fall and winter seasons by 
replacing worn exterior caulk 
with DAP Dynaflex Ultra™ 
Advanced Exterior Sealant. 
Dynaflex Ultra uses DAP’s 
exclusive WeatherMax Tech-
nology™ to create a water-
proof and weatherproof seal 
that won’t crack or discolor 
over time.

• Replace the furnace filter 
- Dirty filters mean your fur-
nace will likely work harder. 

Regularly changing the filters 
in your central air and heat-
ing system can significantly 
improve its efficiency and 
longevity, while easing the 
pressure on your wallet. In 
most homes, filters should be 
changed monthly during the 
heating season. You should 
also have your furnace ser-
viced periodically to make 
sure it is working properly 
and to help avoid larger re-
pairs later on when the tem-
perature drops.

For more tips to help tackle 
your fall home improvement 
checklist, visit DAP.com.

Look. Listen. Learn. Be Aware. Fire can 
happen anywhere in, around your home
Fall tips from 
Washington State 
Fire Marshal’s 
Office 

In collaboration with fire agen-
cies and safety advocates nation-
wide, the Washington State Fire 
Marshal’s Office joined forces 
with the National Fire Protec-
tion Association (NFPA) during 
Fire Prevention Week earlier 
this month to educate the public 
about basic but essential ways 
to quickly and safely escape a 
home fire.

Home Fires
The number of fires in homes 

has steadily declined over the 
last few decades.  While we have 
made great progress in learning 
how to prevent fires, statistics 

show a significant increase in 
injuries and loss of life over the 
same time period. Today’s homes 
and buildings can burn faster 
than ever. Families can have as 
little as one to two minutes to es-
cape safely from the time a smoke 
alarm sounds.  Planning what 
your family should do in the event 
of a fire is critical.  Since fires do 
not just start at home this infor-
mation can help you anywhere.

Three simple statements lay 
the groundwork for preparation 
and action in the event of a home 
or other fire:

• Look for places fire can start
Identify electrical and fire 

hazards in your home.  Make sure 
chimneys are clean and electrical 
cords are intact.  Are your light-
ers and matches away from small 
curious hands?

• Listen for the sound of the 
smoke alarm

Make sure smoke alarms are 
installed in all sleeping areas and 
on every level of a home. Close 
doors behind you to prevent the 
spread of smoke, heat and fire.

• Learn two ways out of every 
room

Draw a map of your home with 
all family members and practice 
your evacuation plan at least 
twice a year at night and during 
the day.

Teach children how to get out 

Courtesy BPT
Repair holes in the drywall - Whether the damage is small 
from a picture frame nail or anchor, or as large as doorknob 
damage, DAP’s new Eclipse™ Rapid Wall Repair Patches 
make repairing holes in drywall so fast and easy, anyone 
can do it.

SEE TIPS ON PAGE  6
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687-2275 (BARK) • Manson
Beauty Bark • Compost

Top Soil 
Sand • Gravel • Rocks 
www.applebarrelbark.com

- Delivery Available -
From Bridgeport to Leavenworth to 

Quincy and all areas in between, 
we have you covered!

We are the leading provider of 
Organic Landscaping 

supplies for 
North Central Washington

663-3833
Wenatchee

Celebrating 

over 40 years

in business! 

Family 

owned!

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • AGRICULTURAL

(509) 884-0555
www.westernbuildings.com

4968 Contractors Drive
East Wenatchee, WA 98802

WESTERB984CFWESTERB984CF

Your building can be customized
just the way you want!

Sold and erected by an independent, 
locally owned builder

SCHEDULE YOUR 
FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

877-330-1491

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

home standby 

Fall garden tasks to protect your 
landscape from winter wildlife damage

BY MELINDA MYERS

As the seasons change, we 
adjust our gardening tasks and 
plantings to match. Animals 
also make changes this time of 
year, often changing their eat-
ing habits and dining locations. 
These adjustments can impact 
your gardens. Reduce the risk 
of damage by starting in fall to 
protect your landscape from 
hungry animals this winter.

Take a walk around your 
landscape to evaluate plants 
and plantings for their suscep-
tibility to animal damage. Look 
for pathways that animals use 
to access your landscape and 
areas of potential damage. Note 
new plantings, animal favorites 
and those special plantings you 
would hate to lose. Make sure 
these are protected.

Check mulch around trees 
and shrubs. Deep layers of 
mulch and mulch piled around 

the trunk of trees and the base 
of shrubs provides shelter for 
mice and voles. These rodents 
like to gnaw on the bark of 
trees and shrubs in winter. Pull 
mulch off tree trunks and stems 
and spread out deep mulch so it 
is only two to four inches deep.

Protect young trees and 
shrubs with a four-feet-tall 
fence of hardware cloth sunk 
several inches into the ground 
to prevent vole damage at 
ground level and most rab-
bit damage. Mature trees are 
usually only bothered during 
years where the vole and rabbit 
populations are high and food 
is scarce.

Fencing around garden beds 
filled with animal favorites is 
another option. Make sure your 
fence is high enough, tight to 
the ground and gates are se-

cure. You will need a four-feet-
high fence for rabbits and at 
least five- to six-feet-high fence 
to keep deer out of small gar-
dens. A fence of several strands 
of fishing line has proven to be 
successful for some gardeners.   

Repellents are another less 
obtrusive option. These use 
smell or taste to discourage 
animals from dining in your 
landscape. Check the label to 
see if the repellent works on 
the animals and rodents you 
are trying to manage. Apply 
repellents before animals start 
feeding for best results. Then 
reapply as recommended on 
the label. Look for one, like or-
ganic Plantskydd (plantskydd.
com), that is rain and snow re-
sistant, lasting up to six months 
on dormant plants over the 
winter so you will need to apply 

it less often.
Scare tactics may be effective 

depending on where you live. In 
urban and suburban areas ani-
mals are used to human scents 
and sounds. Gardeners often 
hang old CDs and shiny rib-
bons in tree branches to scare 
hungry animals. If you opt for 
scare tactics, be sure to employ 
a variety of options and change 
their location to increase your 
chance of success.

Constantly monitor and 
evaluate the effectiveness of 
the methods used and check 
all plantings for damage. When 
animal populations are high 
and hungry, they will eat about 
anything. Be willing to change 
things up if one method is not 
working. Using multiple tactics 
will help increase your level of 
success.

Protect your landscape from 
hungry deer, rabbits, and voles 
this winter. Start preparing in 
fall before their winter dining 
habits begin. If you are vigilant 
and persistent, you can coexist 
with these creatures and still 
have a beautiful landscape.

Melinda Myers has written 
more than 20 gardening books, 
including Small Space Garden-
ing. She hosts The Great Cours-
es “How to Grow Anything” 
DVD series and the Melinda’s 
Garden Moment TV & radio 
segments. Myers is a colum-
nist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine 
and was commissioned by Tree 
World Plant Care for her exper-
tise to write this article. Her 
web site is www.MelindaMy-
ers.com.

Courtesy Melinda Myers
Protect young trees and shrubs with a four-feet-tall fence 
of hardware cloth sunk several inches into the ground 
to prevent vole damage at ground level and most rabbit 
damage.

on their own and make sure no 
one ever goes back in a burning 
building.  Ensure your address 
signs are current and easily seen.

Fire can happen anywhere and 
with a small amount of prepara-
tion and forethought, a dangerous 
situation can be overcome quickly 
and safely.

Wood Burning Fireplaces
• Be aware of burn restrictions 

in your area before starting a fire.  
Unless the fireplace is the only 
source of heat, wood fires may 
be banned in your area due to 
air quality.

• Use only kindling or fire 
starters to start a fire. Never 
use lighter fluid, kerosene, or 
gasoline.

• Burn only dry, seasoned 
wood. Never burn trash in the 
fireplace.

• Keep metal or tempered-glass 
screens closed unless loading or 
stoking the fire.

• Keep children and pets away 
from the fireplace with a “kid-free 
zone” of at least 3 feet.

• Allow ashes to cool before 
disposing of them. Place ashes in 
a tightly covered metal container 
and keep the ash container at 
least 10 feet away from the home 
and any other nearby buildings. 
Never empty the ash directly into 
a trash can.

• Ensure you have working 
smoke alarms in your home and 
test them monthly.

Autumn yard work for Fire 
Safety Year Round

The Washington State Fire 
Marshal’s Office advises residents 
that a little yardwork around your 
home now can improve your 
fire safety and help firefighters 
respond to emergencies.

• Clear leaves and other de-
bris from your roof and gutters 
to reduce the risk of moisture 
damage now and fire spread-
ing to your home in the spring. 
Pick a dry day to remove fallen 
debris and leaves from your roof 
top and gutters. Exercise proper 
ladder safety and assess your 
own abilities when considering 
climbing ladders or walking on 
your roof.

• Trim branches or shrubs 
away from your posted house 
numbers to make it easier for first 
responders to find your home in 
emergency situations.

•  Keep a clearance of three 
feet around fire hydrants in your 
neighborhood. Overgrown vines, 
tree branches, or even snow, can 
slow firefighters down when 
responding to a fire.

TIPS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
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We Help Build Better Communities

Leavenworth
509.548.5829

Design Center
509 .548 .0101 

Wenatchee
509.663.5154

Cle Elum
509.674.0777

marsonandmarson.com

Featuring

Licensed & Insured

Jared & Amber Finch | New owners, continued great service!

509-682-1249
www.cascadeweed.com | jared@cascadeweed.com

Tree Spraying | Ants | Spiders | Rodents
Weed Control | Liquid Weed & Feed

CASCADE WEED 
& PEST MANAGEMENT

Call to schedule your 
heating system maintenance

Clear your air – Top 6 tips to improve 
indoor air ventilation during COVID-19
SUBMITTED BY 919 MARKETING

Our nation’s top health 
agency recently issued an ur-
gent warning that coronavirus 
can spread through the air 
even if we’re six feet apart - 
especially in poorly ventilated 
enclosed spaces.

This warning by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention has home and busi-
ness owners worried about 
their indoor air quality as 
temperatures drop and we 
gather indoors – where the 
very air we breathe could be 
a petri dish for the virus.

Here are some helpful 
tips:

• The Filter First – Make 
sure your HVAC filter is cor-
rectly in place and consider 
upgrading to the highest-
rated filter your system can 
accommodate.  Professionals 
recommend using filters with 
a MERV (Minimum Efficiency 
Reporting Value) rating be-
tween 8 and 10 and a thickness 
of one inch for most homes.

• Fan of the Fan - HVAC 
systems only filter the air 
when the fan is running, so 
run the fan continuously or 
for an extended period.  You 
can set most systems to run 
the fan even without the heat 
or air conditioning on.

• Purify the Air – Most air 
purifiers will help circulate 
clean air and have HEPA 
filters that remove up to 99 
percent of airborne allergens, 
including pollen, dust, pet dan-
der and mold spores.  A mid-
priced room purifier can cost 

$50-125.  Many people place it 
in their bedroom where they 
spend most of their time.

• Open Up – Improve in-
door air quality by opening 
windows or screened doors 
to bring in fresh air from the 
outside, if possible.

Ventilation can be further 
increased by opening windows 
at opposite sides of the home 
(cross ventilation) or on dif-
ferent floors of the house.  
Avoid this when outdoor air 
pollution is high or if it poses a 
health risk to family members.

• Keep Moving – Keep inter-
nal doors throughout the house 
open to promote movement of 
air.  Operate a bathroom fan or 
kitchen exhaust fan when the 
room is in use.  Portable fans 
can be used to further increase 
ventilation but make sure to 
direct the air flow so that it 
does not blow directly from one 
person to another

• Don’t Duck the Ducts – The 
CDC reports proper ventilation 
of heating and air conditioning 
systems can reduce airborne 
virus transmission.  Air ducts 
are the circulatory system of 
your home, which help move 
the air, so it is important to 
keep them clean for optimal 
circulation. The National Air 
Duct Cleaners Association 
(NADCA) recommends clean-
ing air ducts every 5 – 7 years. 
When used along with other 
best practices recommended 
by the CDC, increasing indoor 
air ventilation can be an impor-
tant part of the plan to protect 
families against the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus.

Top tips for weathering storm season
(BPT) - It’s not over yet. 

Just past the peak of hur-
ricane season weather fore-
casters have already had to 
resort to the Greek alphabet to 
name storms. And with severe 
storms and tornados appear-
ing around the country, it is 
more important than ever to 
take steps and be prepared be-
fore, during and after a storm.

One of the biggest threats 
during any storm is tree dam-
age. A tree might seem like it 
would be able to sustain the 
forces of a large storm, but 
whether it is unseen internal 
damage, wet, unstable ground, 
or proximity to power lines, 
trees are vulnerable during 
severe storms and can pres-
ent a significant hazard. The 
following tips from expert 
arborist and STIHL spokes-
person Mark Chisholm can 
help you protect yourself, your 
family and your property from 
a storm.

Before the storm develop a 
relationship with a certified 
tree care professional. By 
choosing the right company 
ahead of time, you’ll likely be 

prioritized as an existing cus-
tomer when a storm does hit.

Conduct a pre-storm as-

sessment and identify trouble 
spots. A pre-storm assessment 
can help you identify potential 

hazards on your property such 

Courtesy BPT
One of the biggest threats during any storm is tree damage. A tree might seem like it would 
be able to sustain the forces of a large storm, but whether it is unseen internal damage, wet, 
unstable ground, or proximity to power lines, trees are vulnerable during severe storms and 
can present a significant hazard.

SEE STORM ON PAGE  8
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Real Estate Law
(509) 662-1211

We provide excellent legal services in real estate title issues, 
water rights, easements, and purchases and sales.

7 North Wenatchee Avenue, Wenatchee
www.SpeidelBentsen.comRussell J. Speidel David J. Bentsen

Custom Stone Countertops
Now offering Prefab Countertops
Order online today! 
www.moonlighttileandstone.com

4932 Contractors Drive, East Wenatchee | 509-782-2464

Licensed & Bonded MOONLTS953 KB

16 Realtors with over 130 years of combined real estate experience 
waiting to help you with Central Washington Real Estate Needs. 

Strength, Integrity and Trust

503 Grand Rd. East Wenatchee, WA
509-470-8244

Wendy
Jones

Estela
Isenhart

Shelbee
Turner

Cheryl
Krebs

Peggy
Lord

Roberta 
Schwantes

Brittnie
Golden

Becki
Brown

Mary
Shaefer

Sharmon
Huber

Brenda
Burgett

Harlee
Cooper

NormaJean
Jessup

Robin
Maxon

Jorden
Jessup

Vivian
McAbee

Locally Owned,
Internationally Known

*O�er valid only while supplies last. Limit one per household. Must be first time purchase. Minimum spend amount applies. Financing subject to third party credit approval. 
Some financing options cannot be combined with other o�ers and may require minimum monthly payments. All o�ers subject to change prior to purchase. See 
AmericanStandardShowers.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. CSLB B982796; Su�olk NY: 55431H;NYC:HIC 2022748-DCA. 
Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

ENJOYING A NEW SHOWER
IS EASIER THAN YOU THINK

NE
W

SHOWER DESIGN

FREE IN-HOME DESIGN
CONSULTATION-CALL TODAY

150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

newshowerdeal.com/echo | 855-389-5045

10 rules of tires every driver should follow before they hit the road
(BPT) - Every time you 

drive, you trust your tires with 
your safety.

Tires may seem simple, but 
they are more complex than 
many drivers realize. That 
begs the question: What do 
you need to know about them 
in order to stay safe on the 
road?

Here are 10 Rules of Tires - 
core principles drivers should 
know before they turn the 
ignition or walk inside a tire 
shop. Follow these important 
guidelines and you can have 
peace of mind when you hit 
the road. To read more about 
each rule, visit NokianTires.
com/TenRules.

Purchase tires that suit 
your climate Even the best set 
of tires could be the wrong fit 
for where you live. If you get 
lots of snow and ice each win-
ter, then winter tires are likely 
your safest option, which 
means you will need to switch 
to all-season tires in the other 
three seasons. If you do not get 
any winter weather, all-season 

tires are a good choice for 
year-round use.

If your winter weather is 
unpredictable or you live near 
the mountains, all-weather 
tires provide a great compro-
mise: winter safety in a tire 
you can drive all year long. 
NokianTires.com/Weather 
has more information about 
all-weather tires.

High-quality tires are worth 
the investment The tire shop is 
one place where price should 
not be your top priority. There 
are many factors - such as 
grip, responsiveness to the 
road and low rolling resis-
tance - that make high-quality 
tires worth the purchase and 
could actually help save you 
money in the long run.

Tires can be sustainable 
without sacrificing safety 
High-quality tires aren’t just 
about safety; good tires can 
also help you minimize your 
environmental footprint. 
Many tiremakers are lower-
ing their products’ rolling 
resistance, using eco-friendly 

ingredients and introduc-
ing sustainable production 
processes. Rewarding them 
for their efforts can also help 
protect the planet.

Tires are only as safe as 
their maintenance Even the 
best tires depend on you. 
Keeping them up to speed 
gives you a better chance of 
staying safe on the road. That 
means inflating them to the 
proper pressure level, regu-
larly checking for damage 
and rotating them frequently. 
Winter tires don’t belong on 
spring and summer roads

The qualities that keep you 
safe on snow and ice make win-
ter tires a bad fit once weather 
warms. Fortunately, there are 
other solutions crafted to keep 
you safe when the mercury ris-
es, such as driving all-weather 
tires year-round or switching 
to all-season tires.

Much of a tire’s quality is 
determined before it touches 
the road

Want to know what you 
will get out of your tires? Pay 

close attention to what goes 
in them. High-quality rubber 
and state-of-the-art technol-
ogy set great tires apart from 
the rest. For example, Nokian 
Tyres reinforces many of its 
products with Aramid - the 
same fiber used in bulletproof 

vests - to help protect against 
road hazards.

When you’re choosing tires, 
trust the experts Tire dealers 
work hard to help keep driv-
ers safe. They can help you 
see past marketing gimmicks 
and understand which tires 

are best for you.
Make sure your tires fit your 

vehicle The right-sized tires 
are more likely to provide you 
with safety, fuel efficiency and 
comfort. Make sure your tire 
size matches your vehicle’s rec-
ommendation, which you can 
typically find in your door jamb.

Put stock in the features 
that actually matter Low price 
and high mileage warranties 
can be overrated. To choose 
the right tires, pay attention 
to other details - such as in-
gredients, rolling resistance, 
and whether the tires match 
your typical road conditions.

Treat road trips differently 
than the daily commute Road 
trips place unique demands on 
your tires. Before you leave for 
a long trip, check your tires’ 
inflation level and tread depth, 
inspect for visible damage and 
have them rotated. Following 
these rules goes a long way 
toward keeping you safe on 
the road. To read about each 
rule in more detail, visit Noki-
anTires.com/TenRules.

Purchase tires that suit your climate Even the best set of 
tires could be the wrong fit for where you live. If you get 
lots of snow and ice each winter, then winter tires are likely 
your safest option, which means you will need to switch to 
all-season tires in the other three seasons.

as cracks in tree trunks or ma-
jor limbs, hollow or decayed 
trees, limbs extending over a 
roof, or trees in close proxim-
ity to power lines.

Take measures to prevent 
damage After assessing pos-
sible hazards to your proper-
ty, consider measures to limit 
potential damage. Remove 
dead, diseased or damaged 
limbs. Inspect leaning trees 
and consider removing those 
with large cavities. Prune 

branches that are too close 
to your house and over the 
street, and check your gut-
ters and be sure to remove 
any debris to prevent water 
damage. For any work in and 
around your home, consider 
calling a professional, and 
always call a professional to 
assess and/or remove any-
thing within close proximity 
to utility lines. Never attempt 
to do this yourself.

During the storm Don’t try 
to be a hero. Your property is 
not more important than your 
life. Prepare in advance, follow 
guidelines for evacuation and 

shelter.
After the storm More peo-

ple are injured after a storm 
than during one. Storm dam-
aged trees present unique 
challenges and dangers. Put 
safety first. Evaluate what 
you can handle and what’s 
for a professional - anything 
not on the ground should 
definitely be handled by a pro-
fessional. Some things could 
be a threat to your life such 
as large broken or hanging 
limbs where chainsaw work 
is needed, or branches that 
are too close to a utility line. 
Never approach or attempt 

to move downed utility lines 
and report branches close to 
or touching utility lines im-
mediately.

If you’re skilled enough to 
do the work yourself, always 
wear proper attire and pro-
tective equipment including 
boots, gloves, protective glass-
es, chainsaw protective pants, 
a helmet system and hearing 
protection. Never operate a 
chainsaw from a ladder, roof, 
in a tree or while standing on 
any other insecure surface - 
leave these jobs for the pros.

Evaluate damage A storm-
damaged tree may not have to 
be removed. Inspect your trees 
to see if they’re healthy despite 
storm damage. If at least 50% of 
the tree’s crown is still intact, 
and the remaining branches can 
form a new branch structure, 
then there is a good chance the 
tree can be saved.

Repair minor damage & 
debris Remove any broken 
branches, stubs or jagged re-
mains of limbs. Smaller branch-
es should be pruned at the point 
where they join larger ones. 
Don’t worry if the tree’s appear-
ance is not perfect.

Stay educated Learn more 
tips on tree safety, chainsaw 
safety, finding a tree care 
professional, and how to pre-
pare for storms by visiting 
STIHLUSA.com.

Mark Chisholm is a third-
generation arborist with his 
family-owned Aspen Tree 

Expert Company in New Jer-
sey and STIHL Inc. spokes-
person.
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